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What do you know about Asian Americans?
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23 million in the US
40+ countries of origin
46 million (projected in 2060)
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact‐tank/2021/04/29/key‐facts‐about‐asian‐americans/
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Name a prominent Asian American

42%

#1 None
#2 Jackie Chan Asian, but not Asian American
He’s been dead since 1973
#3 Bruce Lee

https://www.npr.org/2021/05/16/997346466/80‐of‐asian‐americans‐say‐they‐are‐discriminated‐against
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Who are Asian Americans?
• Uniformly high‐achieving
• Assimilated well into American
society
• Hard worker, obedient to social
norms
• Focused on academic and
educational success
• Passive, conflict avoidant

• Seen as perpetual foreigners
• Subject to gendered racism
• Men seen as effeminate or
asexual
• Women as exotic, passive
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History of Anti‐Asian Violence in the US
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1800’s “Yellow Peril”
1871 Los Angeles Massacre of 1871 – 16 Chinese immigrant killed
1882 Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882
1942 Executive Order 9066 – sent Japanese Americans to internment camps
1982 (Michigan) Murder of Vincent Chin
1999 (Los Angeles) Murder of Joseph Ileto
2007 (Wisconsin) Murder of Cha Vang
2012 (Wisconsin) Mass shooting in a Sikh temple
2017 (Kansas) Shooting of 2 Indian men Srinivas Kuchibhotla (died) and Alok
Madasani
• 2020 COVID‐19 Pandemic scapegoating slurs
• 2021 Increased publicity on Anti Asian attacks; (Atlanta & Indiana) mass shootings

6

www.drjeiafrica.com

3

Dr. Jei Africa

6/11/2021

Who are Asian Americans?
• Uniformly high‐achieving
• Assimilated well into American
society
• Hard worker, obedient to social
norms
• Focused on academic and
educational success
• Passive, conflict avoidant

• Seen as perpetual foreigners
• Subject to gendered racism
• Men seen as effeminate or
asexual
• Women as exotic, passive

7

Yick Wo (1880)
• A Chinese man who felt he was being
unfairly treated brought forth a case that
went all the the Supreme Court to help
save his laundry business.
• Along the way he ended up establishing
a fundamental constitutional right that no
person can be denied equal protection of
the law.
• Yick Wo was non‐US citizen.

*Debate whether this is his picture or not.
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Wong Kim Ark (1894)
• Born in the US of Chinese parents who
were permanent residents, he challenged
the government’s refusal to recognize his
citizenship.
• Led the way to the Supreme Court
landmark decision “any child born in the
US is a US citizen from birth.”
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Bhagat Singh Thind
• Indian (Punjab), immigrated to the US,
went to UC Berkeley, served in the US
Army and challenged the government
(1923) on citizenship.
• He elevated how the concept of
“whiteness” defines/decides who gets
to be a citizen.
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Yuri Kochiyama
• A political activist who worked in the
redress and repatriations movement for
Japanese‐Americans.
• Founder of Asian Americans for Action;
sought to build a more political Asian
American movement that would link
itself to the struggle for Black liberation.
• “Life is not what you alone make it. Life is
the input of everyone who touched your
life and every experience that entered it.
We are all part of one another.”
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Grace Lee Boggs
• Author, feminist, philosopher, civil and
labor rights activist in Detroit; involved in
the Black Power movement
• Ideas centered around the need for a
revolution to transform systems but also
guided by human experience – and the
individual’s own ability to transform
his/her/their own world
• “The only way to survive is by taking
care of one another.”
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Larry Itliong
• Filipino‐American labor organizer
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Larry Itliong
• Filipino‐American labor organizer
• Organized West Coast agricultural
workers (starting in 1930) that
eventually led to the Delano Grape
Strike
• “Because in that Constitution, it is said
that everybody has equal rights and
justice. You’ve got to make that come
about. They are not going to give it to
you.”
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Patsy Takemoto Mink
• First woman of color elected to the
House of Representatives and first Asian
American woman to serve in Congress
• First Asian American to run for US
President
• “It is easy enough to vote right and be
consistently with the majority. But it is
more often more important to be ahead
of the majority and this means being
willing to cut the first furrow in the
ground and stand alone for a while if
necessary.”
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How do we define and re(define) who we are?
#1 Know that understanding our history is necessary in shaping our
future.
• Our identities are complex and can be mobilized as a threat, weapon or a tool
to foster belongingness.
• We have benefitted from and contributed to our proximity to whiteness and
capitalism but also been victim to its impact.
• We are all each others’ responsibility; we have collective power!
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How do we define and re(define) who we are?
#2 Begin telling stories of what “might” happen in order to create a
new reality – a new way forward.
• Not stories that “will” happen; not stories that “should” happen
• Invites a collaborative way to discover a way forward
• Requires us to work with strangers and even “opponents”
• Understanding power and privileges; work with humility

• Shift from just needing to adapt to an unpredictable world but to work to
transform it

Adapted from Adam Kahene
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How do we define and re(define) who we are?
#3 We need to heal.
• We need to heal from the trauma of being disconnected to ourselves, from
others and from nature.
• We need to heal from the trauma of capitalism (colonization, supremacy –
white supremacy, patriarchy and human supremacy.)
• We need to heal, together.
• And that takes me back to the fundamental essence of humanity –
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What might happen if we
come from a place of love?
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We are critical to the racial justice moment
because our identity itself – always influx and
unstable – ripe for imagination to be made
and remade.

(Adapted from the AAPI Racial Justice Tool Kit)
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You are the result of the love of
thousands.
Linda Hogan (Chicasaw)
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